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Tv the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


Sirk,—by giving an exposition of the following 
verses, of the 21st chapter of the Revelations, you 
will muca vblige a subscriber. Verse 7th and 8th. 
“ He that overcometh shall imherit ali things, and | 
will be bis God, and ue suall be my sun. But the 
fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all lars, shudé nave their part in the 
lake which buroeth with fire aud brimstone; which 
is the second death.” A desire to obtain truth has 
induced me to address this to you, in the hope of 
obtaining it. 





Yours, &e. 


J.P. M28 
RevELATION Xx1. 7, 8. 


“ He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I 
will be his God, and he shail be my son. But the 
Searful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and ull liars, shall have their part in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brimsione ; which 
is the second deuth.” 


In order to a correct understanding of the sub- 
ject offered for our consideration, it is uecessary, 
first, to inquire the time when the things spoken of 
shall happen. Second, What is it to overcome ; 
which necessarily introduces the inquiry, What is 
that, which is to be overcome? Third. Who are 
those who do not overcome? And these of necessi- 
ty are those, who * have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire aod brimstone, which ts 
the second death / [vis proper, however, to observe, 
that it is not declared, that all who have (in the past 
tense) been afraid, and not believed, and have 
worked abominations, and committed murder, aud 
been wheremongers, and sorcerers, and guilty of 
idolatry, and told falsehoods, that they shoudd (in 
the future tense) * have their part in the lake,’ &c! 
It is common to consider the 8th verse, as a schie- 
dule of all vices ; and that all who have not over- 
come the temptation to commit any, and all of 
them, shill be endlessly miserable. We shall fora 
moment take it for granted this is truth, and reason 
accordingly But we shall premise, however, that 
it dees not say, that those who have (in the past 
tense) committed some, or all of these sins, and 
repented, that they shall * inherit all things!’ Ac- 
cording to this view of the subject, who, we ask, 
can he saved? And who in ourday, will presume 
to exalt themselves above the patriarehs and pro- 
phets of old? And where is the consistency of 
those, who will at one time praise with their mouth 
the goodness of these ancient servants of the Lord, 
and at another, damn them for ever with their 
premises and conclusions ? Shall the * fearful and 
unbelieving’ be damned? See Jonah fleeing from 
the presence of the Lord, and refusing to obey his 
voice, or believe in him! And the * Abominable,’ 
who are these’ Are they those who hate their fel- 
lows, or are they those who are hated by them? 
The former is the only true definition of the word! 
Is there a sect in our day, who boast of a disposi- 
tion which not only hates, but if we ean believe 
them, will actually dispose them to rejoice and sing 
with joy, when they shall behold the misery of their 
dearest relations! We verily believe, that it was 
left for the disciples of Calvin and Hopkins, to 
personate this character. and define the word in all 
its extensive, and to them disgraceful meaning! 
Shall they be endlessly miserable ? Heaven forbid! 
God grant they may receive better from his hands, 
than they award to their ‘ dearest friends, relatives 





EAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL ULOPLE™ 


NO. 41 


—— en - — ___—______—. 











and connexions!!!" Shall interminable wretched-) Antichrists! The second death, is referred to in 


ness be the portion of every ove who has been 
guilty of the crime of murder, or who has been a 
whoremunger,or unchaste? See David, lsracl’s king, 
guilty of the complicated crimes of murder and 
adultery! And righteous Lot, drauk with wine, aud 
black with incest! Shall idolaters be cast off for 
ever? Then Solomon, the wisest of the wise, of 
whom Gou declared, that he ‘would not take his 
loving-kindness utterly away, nor suffer his faith- 
fuluess to fail,’ will be an oulcast! Shall all liars be 
doomed to fire? Then all men who have arrived to 
mature years, must burn for ever! It is evident 
from only a superficial view of the subject, that 
our sticklers fur endless misery must consent to a 
compromise, or qualification of the terms, to save 
themscives! Now, we shall consent to no compre- 
mise, or qualification, but the definition which God 
has given; which is our present inquiry. First 
of the time referred to. In chap. xxii. and at the 
10th and 12th verses, it is declared, ‘ the time is at 
hand. And behold, | come quickly, aod my reward 
is with me to give every man according as his 
work shall be.’ ‘Dhis was spoken about 1800 years 
ago. We believe Christ caine, and is still present, 
dispensing in his Mediatorial kingdom to every man 
according to Ats (the man’s) works. And we believe 
with Paul, ‘that they who by patient continuance in 
well-doing, seek for glory, and honour, and immor- 
tality ; eternal life.” And we believe that no others 
have eternal life! And we farther believe, that the 
eternal life here spoken of, is the knowledge in this 
life, which produces faith in God, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. And that the reverse of this, name- 
ly—contention, and a denial of the truth,(the sal- 
vation of all men) and obeying unrighteousness, | 
(advocating the righteousness of the creature, or 
obeying the unrighteousness of those, who repre- 

sent God as partial, and unjust) will produce tribu- 

jation in the mind, and fears of the wrath of God! 

We,therefore, believe, that the time was then, (1800 

years ago,) athand. And that Christ came (in the | 
past tense) quickly. We have recently in our 37th 

Number, considered the New Jerusalem here 

spoken of, as figurative of the gospe/ church state, 

te., into which believersenter.  * 





The 4th verse of this chapter, is descriptive of 
those, and their peace, who have overcome, which 
is vur second proposition, to inquire what it is fo 


, overcome, &e. The state, condition, and sufferings | 


of those who have not overcome, is explanatory | 
of the question. On them the second death has | 
power! The question naturally presents itself— | 
How many deaths are there? Now our Divine | 
Doctors contend, that there are three! First—spi- | 
ritual. Secoud—temporal [the body] Third— | 
eiernal! But to preserve their consisteucy, they are | 
obliged occasionally to be a little ineousistent, and | 
make the second death mentioned in this chapter, | 
answer all their purposes! The death of the body | 
isa‘ war, in whieh there is no discharge! Conse- | 


quently, this, their secoud death, they are obliged 


to take themselves, and submit patiently! We vow | versary of God and man ; 


ask them to produce their third death. We are ot | 
opinion, that they must‘ obey a great deal of un- | 
righteousness,” [and in that case they will have 

their part,’ &c.] to prove that they are right.and the | 
‘voice from heaven’ wrong! We tell all the Cal- | 
vinists and Arminians in creation, that their third | 
death cannot be found in the scriptures, and no | 
where efse, except in (hetr systems, sermons, and 
imaginations! The last death spoken of io the 
scriptures which man can suffer, is the second 
death. But the third, and emphatically the last 
death, is the death of death See 1 Cor. xv. 26. 
‘The last enemy shall be destroyed—death.’ We 


believe there is only truth and error, Consequent- 


ly, all who are opposed to salvation, Universal, and 





nconditional in Christ, are anti, opposed to, and 


chap. Xiv. 10, LL. and it is declared, * The smoke of 
their Lorment ascendeth up lor ever and ever; and 
they have no rest day nor night, who worship the 
beast aud his image.’ We have no hesitation iu say- 
mg, that the beast emphatically designates ali Anti- 
christian protessers, and includes the church of 
ome, and the Calvinistic heresy, which is the sue- 
cessor to, although in appearance opposed to the 
beast. It is well known that the doctrine of the 
beast, that there could be no salvation out of the 
pale of that church, [the kingdom of the beast,) 
was inc rporated by Calvin aud bis adherents, in- 
to their creed, and damnation was damnation still; 
the principle only altered to danin all that did not 
belong to Calvin's church, which he designated as 
the elect, whether tnfants at the breast, or adults 
drooping with age! Aud the world have wondered 
to see a beast [a monster] grow in Calvinism, as 
fast as the other beast died,or decreased in the per- 
son of the popes! There are numbers who have 
been deluded with the errors of Calvinisin, and who 
have overcome, and now inherit all things in Christ, 
being the * sons of God, and joimt heirs with Christ,’ 
who have declared, that *the smoke of their tor- 
ments ascended up’ from the commencement, to 
the end of their delusion, and that they * had no 
rest, day nor vight;’ but that the second death had 
power va them, having no certain proof of their 
election, according to Calvin's creed, * but a fearful 
looking for of fiery indignation? And the wage of 
this beast, correctly, and figuratively speaking, the 
image, because in effect producing the sume misery 
and uocertainty--Ariminianisia,which ts opposed to 
Christ, and contending for the righteousness of the 
creature in opposition to him, until overcome, sub- 
jects all who are deluded by it to the second death! 
The seven angels having vials filled with the last 
plagues, jand there will be no more plagues afier 
these!) poured them out upon Autiehristian Worship- 
pers; but that poured out upon the seat of the beast 
the doctrine of partial decrees, and reprobation of 
milhous, is the most remarkable, See xvi.10 and 11. 
‘And the fifth angel poured out hiv vial upon the 
seat of the beast; [a seat, is that on which a person 
sits, or reposes. Calvinists repose upon partial de- 
crees, election of a part, aud reprobation of the 


lremaioder) and bis kingdom was full of darkness, 


(what can be darker, er more uncertain than the 
kingdom, or hopes of a Calvinist? And what so 
light, aud certain, as the oath of God, * that in 
Christ all the families of the earth shall be blessed’’s) 
and they gnawed their tongues for pain, and blas- 
phemed the God of heaven, because of their pains, 
and their sures; and repented vot of their deeds.’ 


| What is the pain of a partialist, who limits the 
jmercy of God? Ans, Tormenting fear, lest he 


should be ove of the non-elect! What are their 
sores? Ans The falsehoods in their doctrine! How 
de they blaspheme God, because of their pains ? 
Ans. Beeause they attribute to him designs and 
purposes, which would disgrace the devil, the ad- 
and this is emphatically 
done because of their pains, as though God by be- 
ng told by them of the glory of his justice in 
damning their neighbour, would induce him to 
give them evidence that he would save them! And 
the * disinterested benevolence’ preached by them, is 
well commented on, when they declare, that they 
shall rejoice and sing with joy, to witness the mise- 
ries of their children aud dearest coonexions in 
hell-fire for ever!!! Here is the beast, or bis 
image, beware how you receive his mark in* your 
hand, or forehead! 

If it isobjected, Where is your evidence of this 
Prove that the church of Rome, or Calvin’s, or 
Arminius’ church, is designated in the passages 
mentioned > We answer—The lavguage is figura- 
tive, If taken literally, it has nothing todo with 


it te a 














166 


men. 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


In introducing our third proposition—— Who ,‘ have their part in the lake which burneth with 
are those who do not overcome,’ we remarked, | fire and brimstone, which is the second death” It is | 


that ‘ these of necessity, are those who ‘ have their l remarkable, that those only suffer, and that ‘ the 
part in the lake of fire and brimstone, which is the | 
second death.’ [t therefore follows of necessity, | 


that all who worship the beast, have their part in 
the lake, &e.; and all who have their part io the 
lake, &c. are those who worship the beast, &e. We, 


therefore, have taken the only ground which can be | 


taken ; fur there is no other rule by which we can 
understand the Apocalypse—nay, more — this ts the 


rule there laid down ! How, we ask, shall any man | 


understand, or profit by this book, aud avoid * wor- 


shipping the beast and bis image,’ if the beast and | 
| passes.” 


his image cannot be identified? It is well known 
that commentators of different ages have given 500 
identities to the beast, or, in other words, applied, 
and declared tlie application of the beast to 500 
different persons, powers, nations, sects, or princi- 
palities! We say, there can be only truth, and error. 
* Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.” What- 
ever is opposed to Christ, is anti! We can illustrate 
this by a simile common among men, and of ac- 
knowledged authority in all courts of justice. 
it be recollected, first, however, that all who prefer 


come under one of the three following 
namely,—Calvinists, Arminians, or Universalists, 


(believers in God’s promise made to Abraham,) and | God all mercy, and a God 


smoke of their torments (only) ascendeth up from 
age to age, (from atonion to aionton) who worship 
the beast and his image,’ and that they, alone, * have 
no rest day oor night, because they consign their 
brethren, whom they suppose their beast does not 
like so well as themselves, to ‘fire and brimstone !” 
With what peculiar emphasis does the words of 
inspiration apply to them---' For, if ye forgive men 
their trespasses, your heaveoly Father will also for- 
give you. But if ye forgive not men their tres- 


passes, neither will your Father forgive your tres- | 
In other words, if you will not forgive | 


others, you shall not have a consciousness of being 


forgiven yourselves! Again, ‘Judge not, that ye’ be 


Let ! 


not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye 
shall be judged; and with what measure ye mete, 
it shall be measured to you again! If you judge 
your brother to fire and brimstone, you shall have 
this fire and brimstone judged to you again! The 
disposiiion which influences you to judge your 
brother to fire, shall be your torment; and your 


‘foreboding the same misery you meted to your 
any claims to the name, or character of Christian, | brother, shall punish you! Here is the justice of our 


characters, | GOD! He has justice, as well as mercy! No longer 


let scoffers and secorners say, your ‘God is a 
We appeal to 


unjust.’ 
it is impossible to find one among the many sects | their own feelings, to their i and torment, the 
in name, which exist in the world, which do not| consequence of their unbelief and idolatry, and 


fall under one of these three great divisions. 


Now, | their assumption of his Divine prerogative, forthey, 


swe ask, who, and which of these three, are they, in the language of the Poet, would 


whose ‘ lears are wiped away’—with whom there is 
no more death—neither sorrow, nor crying, nor 
pain? With whom are the former things passed 


{ 


| 


* Re-judge his justice, and be God of God?’ 
‘ For whoso is born of God overcometh the world:’ 
And this is the vietory that overcometh the world, 


away? Reader, they are those, on whom the second | gur faith 1 Jobo v. 4. What are we to believe ? 


death has no power! For, it is fear of the second 
death, which produces the ‘ lears, sorrow, crying, 
and pain!’ We likewise, ask, Who are those who 
fear a * second death,’ and ‘ sorrow, and ery,’ and 


| 


Let John answer---* He that believeth on the Son 
of God hath the witness in himself, (he is in pos- 
session of evidence which is certain and satisfacto- 
ry---partial decrees, or conditions, have no part nor 


experience ‘ pain’ in consequence of their fears? We lot in the matter,) he that believeth not God hath 
answer, Every believer in Calvin’s doctrine of! made him a liar; because he believeth not the 


election and reprobation! Every believer in a condi-| record that God gave of his Son. 


And this is the 


tional salvation! And well may they fear. They can-| record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and 
not produce any evidence of their election, or salva- | this life is in his Son,’ (v. 10, 11.) This is the faith 


tion being sure to them on account of their perform- 
ance of conditions —for the man who * trusteth in his 


| 


which overcometh, and nove who are in possession 
of it, ‘are hurt by the second death.’ The chap- 


own heart is a fool!’ Prov. xxviii. 26. See Jer xvii- | ter containing the passage under consideration, we 


4. Now, look at our evidence, and apply it. Ifa man 
is found with stolen goods in his pussession, he is 
considered a thief, unless he can account for his 
obtaning them lawfully! Now put the question— 
Who are in possession of the fears, the unbelief, 
the sorrow, tears, and pain? Where did you get 
them ? Did they proceed from your ‘ overcoming,’ 
and do you inherit all things? If so, why do you 
oy ? What are you afraid of? Paul told the Jailer, 
* Believe! and thou shalt be saved, and thine house!’ 
Do you believe ? Have you overcome? And do you 
inherit all things’ If so, why do you say, that your 
brethren, the heathen, are lost, and going for ever 
into misery ? Paul said,‘ Rejoice evermore!" Who 
are the fearful and unbelieving,’ but those who 
are afraid to trust God, and disbelieve his gospel 
which he preached to Abraham, saying, In thy seed 
(Christ) shall all the families of the earth be bless- 
ed? Who are the * abominable,’ but those who 
sound the loud amen to the misery of their dearest 
relntions and friends? Who are the ‘ murderers,’ 
buta those who hate their brethren of the human 
race, and consign them to interminable wretched- 
ness? Who are the whoremongers, (spiritual adul- 
terers) but those who depart from the worship and 
service of the true God, and join themselves to the 
traditions of men, and the gods of their creation ? 
Who are the * sorcerers,’ but those who offer incense 
to strange gods, and by their divining, pretend to 
the power and authority of judging to hell, by their 
knowledge of the future,in which they describe all 
the arcana of Pluto’s regions, and measure tie 
merits, and by their conjuration, pronounce the re- 
probation, and set their seal to the damnation of 
others! Who are the ‘ idolaters,’ but those who 
worship gods who cannot, or will not save? And 
who, we ask, are the ‘liars,’ but they who deny 
that ‘ God is the Saviour of all men;’ and that ‘ ail 
nations whom he hath made, shall come and wor- 
ship before him and glorify his name ? These all 





consider parallel with Isaiah Ixy. particularly from 
the 17th verse tothe close. In our 8th}Number, 
page 30, the new creation [regeneration] in Christ is 
considered. And the reader, by comparing these 
two chapters, will be satisfied of their connexion, 
&c. The new heaven, therefore, is the gospel 
church state, in contradistinction to the Jewish 
church, which is the old heaven. The old earth 
was the Jews. The new earth all men, made one 
in Christ, the Head! And the declaration, * and 
there was no more sea,’ is further explanatory; the 
Gentiles, all the nations in contradistinetion to the 
Jews, are designated by the sea. See xii. 12. ‘ Wo 
to the inhabiters of the earth (Jews) and of the 
sea.’ (Gentiles) xiii. 1. ‘ And I saw a beast rise up 
out of the sea.’ (From among the Gentiles !) There- 
fore, the first heaven, [Jewish church] and the first 
earth (the nation of the Jews) are passed away, and 
there is no more sea, [Gentiles] for all are made one 
in Christ! If this is disputed, and itis said the old 
heaven and earth, and sea remains, we answer, [see 
oth and 6th verses] and he that sat upon the throne, 
said, Behold,I make all things new. (Not man, There 
are no conditions here. Itis net a part, but ali’) And 
he said unto me, Write ;---(It is done, already, pro- 
claim it!) for these words are true and faithful. And 
he said unto me---/tis done” All who overcome the 
world. in other words---All who overcome the 
traditions of men, and the delusions of the ad- 
versary, and believe God, that he is mighty to save, 
and has brought salvation, and secured it in Christ 
* without og a and without price, receive of the 
water of life freely.’ (not conditionally.) On the 
other hand, all who fear to trust God, Ke., and 
trust to their own works, and all unbelievers in the 
Universal and Unconditional salvati n of Ged, are 
cast into the lake of fire ; terrified by apprehensions 
that a God who cannot, or will not save, cannot or 
will not save them! ‘ This is the second death.’ 
But ‘ we who have believed do enter into rest /!.” 





FREEDOM OF THE PULPIT. 


When the “ liberty of the press” is so ib)y advo 
cated, and its supporters are so numerous, it may 
to some seem strange, that so few should plead fo; 
the freedom of the pulpit. This may appear more 
mee, eg when it is considered, that the press 
makes an impression on paper, and the pulpit on 
the air; and consequently, is soon obliterated ang 
forgotten. We are led into this train of thought 


| from the present disagreement between the Unita 


rians and Calvinists, or Hopkinsians in this city. 
occasioned by the Reverend Doctor Gardine 
Spring's refusal to comply with a request to have 
his sermon printed, which was recently deliver ¢ 
before the descendants of the © Pilgrims who firs! 
landed at Piymouth;” and which was expected ty 
have commemorated this event, &c. Lt appears thy 
“ Reverend Doctor,” instead of treating his audi 
ence with gratulations,and by a regular and gentle 
gradation coming down upon them with the praise 
of their ancestors, he abruptly changed his fone. 
and from praising the great grandfathers as heroes 
in — stigmatized their descendants as pigmies 
in wickedness! As we did not hear the sermon 
delivered, and have only seen a few sentences 
whichare published with remarks, &c.we are obliged 
to have recourse to conjecture, and to suppose what 
a truly pious divine uncontaminated with the guilt 
of his “ puny” associates, and inspired with the 
wisdom and devotion of these ancient herves, 
would say on this occasion. And understanding 
that the degeneracy of the clergy, as well as the 
laity, was spoken of, we presume that the contrast 
was in no particular more manifest, or so much the 
subject of animadversion, as the large salaries, and 
extravagant living of the clergymen of our day, 
many of whom receive a greater sum for one 
month’s PREACHING, than the ancient divines 
received for a whole year’s labour! And when it 
is considered that the ‘love of money is the root 
of all evil,’ the cause of this degeneracy is at once 
manifest. Now, if this is the ffensive part which 
has given umbrage to so many, ‘ surely the reve- 
rend gentleman has a solace in his own rectitude, 
in the conviction, that his example, at least in this 
particular, is a good somment upon his precept ! 

It is a great pity that there isso much jarring and 
discord in the religious world. Surely, if the Uni- 
tarians considered the inconveniences which some- 
times attend the publishing of a sermon, that it is 
sending into acensorious world a book, and that 
the sentiments and doctrines inculeated init: are by a 
strange conclusion considered as the property of 
every one who may possess it, and who feel them- 
selves privileged to think for themselves, and 
make such remarks, and draw conclusions agreea- 
bly to their own views, opinions, and prineiples—if 
these considerations are admitted, and the ‘ stern’ 
manners and independence of the ancient clergy- 
men adverted to, who can blame the reverend 
doctor? Shall not a man have liberty to imitate what 
he admires? And who, we ask, in the good old 
times referred to, when charity, forbearance, and 
freedom of opinion in religious matters, those ster- 
ling Christian virtues, were so much _practised,— 
who in those days, would have presumed to dictate 
to, or question the judgment, or arraign the motives 
or manner of a clergyman? It would have required 
* sterner stuff’ than is possessed by their * puny 
descendants’ to have even imagined the thing, 
much more to have attempted it! 

Now we make these remarks, as noting the 
passing events of the day in the religious world; 
and should posterity be so fortunate as to obtain 
this Number of the ‘ G. Herald,’ they will learn 
with satisfaction that the spirit of the primitive 
New-England clergy was not wholly extinct in our 
day! For ourselves, in this particular, however, we 
are but ‘ lookers on.’ We consider the Calvinists, 
and Arminians, as the two great Belligerents in the 
militant religious world. Although like all neutrals 
we are occasionally disposed by circumstances to a 
skirmish with both parties, still we have no alliance 
with either. We wish them success; but in no- 
thing less than their religious battles; for experi- 
ence has proved, that defeat on one side, has been 
the prelude to oppression on the other. 

Did mankind make allowance for circumstances 








when they are judging, aod admit that, which tbeir 
ewn conduct proves without the least courtesy to 
their professiens, they would then acknowledge the 
presumption, at least, that many of the primitive 
New-England clergymen, had they lived in the 
present day, would have received without much 
persuasion a large salary, and accommodated 
themselves to the inconveniences of a fashionable 
aod luxurious life, to please their congregations ; 
and on the other hand, perhaps some of the dez*ne- 
rate clergymen of the present day, had it been their 
good fortune to have lived in the good old times of 
their pious ancestors, would have been composed 
of the same ‘stern stuff’ they were—possessed their 
extraordinary virtues and holiness, and hung for 
witches, and wizards, all who dared to think for 
themselves, or doubt their supremacy ' 








Controverstal. 








For the Gospel Herald. 


Ma. Epttor,—I am very far from supposing 
that a free and unrestricted disquisition is by any 
means prejudicial to truth ; but in order to find the 
truth, we should fairly and impartially investigate 
the subject of controversy, and not conceive that 
by ribaldry and sarcasms, to triumph over our op- 
ponents. And surely when a subject which in- 
volves our interest (particularly our eternal) is the 
subject of debate, our inquiry ought to be circum- 
spect and scrutinizing. oubtless by this obtrusion 
of my thoughts in the Gospel Herald, I shall obtain 
a share of these epithets, that you so lavishly heap 
upon the sect to which I profess to belong ; but be 
it as it may, I will venture a few ideas that suggest- 
ed themselves to my mind on the perusal of a 
piece in your paper, (No. 34.) headed Methodism, 
alias Antichrist, which appears to bea review of a 
Methodist Tract, No. 2, on the necessity and nature 
of true repentance. 

The first paragraph that meets the eye of your 
criticism, is the assertion made by the author of the 
Tract that the glory of heaven ts offereda free gift, 
and that iv order to obtain this free gift the sinner 
must repent or be lest for ever,and then start a quere, 
‘ Would a Methodist reason thus, if his money de- 
pended upon the fair construction of the words he 
used’—and immediately rejoin, * We think not. 
Can any thing be given that is never received? No!’ 
But as the quere is started, I think I havea right 
to answer. I thivk they would, if they reasoned 
concurrent Withcommon sense. For if any thing 
is proffered as a free gift, we must obtain it or not 
have it. 

* Can any thing be given that is not received ?’ 
Yousay, no! Well, Mr. Editor, did you ever hear 
a Methodist say it could ? Why, Mr. Editor, I be- 
lieve there is Methodists that know as well as other 
people, that two and two make four; and also 
know there is a difference between a thing being 
offered, and a thing being obtained. A thing being 
in the possession of another, and a thing being in 
our own possession. Between salvation purchased 
for us, and salvation enjoyed by us. You say, that 
repentance is described by the Tract, to censist in 
earnest attendance on the preaching of the gospel, 
meetings for prayer and social worship, &c., which 
you know to be a wilful misconstruction of the 
author’s words. These are his words—t Repentance 
produces (not consists in) earnest prayers to God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Daily, especially 
in secret, and also in the various means of supplica- 
tion afforded by our heavenly Father in his wise 
Providence ; and also diligent searching the Scrip- 
tures ;(which you recommend to the Methodists) 
then comes in your quotation,earnest attendance on 
the preaching of the gospel, meetings for prayer, 
and social worship, &c. 

The next thing you take notice of, is, the design 
of God being defeated,and cry out, ‘Shame on such 
impious conclusions.” Why, if man has not r 
to counteract the design of God, it follows of course, 
that he is nothing but a passive engine ; for he 
does not what he would, but what he must; all his 
acts are determined by the power of God. There- 
fore, he is no more master of his actions, than he is 
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of his being, and of course, all the merit or demerit The next thing I observe, is your metamorphose of 
| the meaning of trusted, turning, and repented, to 
| make the import of the same meaning. There is 


of his actions devolve upon God. Now, Mr. Edi- 
tor, this is not an impious, but an inevitable conclu- 
sion that must result from the premises ; and if we 
cannot defeat the design of God, whatever God de- 
signs we perform, and nothing that he designs we 
can help performing ; therefore, the epithet of Anti- 
christ that you apply to us, is nothing but an ab- 
surdity ; for Antichrist signifies an adversary, an 
opposer or cootrary to Christ, who you acknow- 
ledge to be God. 

Therefore, according to my conception of things, 
your account stands thus; you believe that the de- 
sign of God cannot be opposed, and these Metho- 
dist heretics oppose the design of God. You next 
think, that ‘if these perverters of the scriptures 
would examine their Bibles, they would find that 
repentance itself is given. It is as much a gift as 
the air we breathe, or the rain that falls.’ And 
further on,you say,that ‘ the word repentance is but 
little understood ; it is a consequence, not a cause of 
salvation. A man repents whenever he changes his 
mind, let the subject be what it may; it is éurning.’ 
Now, this and the above appear to me to be of a 
—_ It reads thus—The man repents, God gives 

im repentance—it is turning—God gives bim turn- 
ing. Yeu quote to substantiate the idea, you ad- 
vance Acts v. $1. I presume it will be seen to apply 
it in this way, that it conveys no meaning at all. 
And our idea of this repentance, is this,—and it ap- 
pears to be the only way that wr can make it con- 
cur with sense, that through the exaltation of Jesus 
Christ,the Holy Ghost is given, which reproves the 








world of sin, of righteousness, and judgment, and 
this excites to repentance ; (the act is the man’s) 
the excitement is the gift, as well as the forgiveness 
of sins. 

I know not why you should challenge us to prove 
that Christ is a changeable being, when there never 
was such a thing advanced by the Methodists ; for 
on his immutability all our caleulatiuns are made. I 
am notto advocate the precise manner of choosing 
words, but [ presume the author means the same as 
Paul. Rom. ii. 9, 11,12, 16 * Tribulation and an- 
guish upon every soul of man that doeth evil, 
of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile.” For 
there is no respect of persons with God. For as 
many as have sinned without law, shall also 
perish without law: and as many as have sin- 
ned in the law, shall be judged by the law; 
in the day when God shall judge the secrets of 
men by Christ Jesus, according to my gospel.’ And 
in the next place, you break out in a strain of in- 
dignity against the Methodists for unprovoked and 
damnable slander uttered against the Saviour of 
the world. Now, Mr. Editor, you seem as if you 
were resolved to deal in contradictions. First, 
pronounce the thing damnable, and as such is to be 
answered for to the Saviour of the world. Now, if 
this Judge must be the Saviour of the world, how 
can any thing be damnable, oris the crime to be 
damned, and the perpetrator cleared ? If so, this 
Judge and Saviour of the world must be like the 
log that Jupiter gave the frogs for a king; virtuous 
and vicious alike immaterial to him, whether dlas- 
phemy, slander, or any thing else ; and in the next! 
place, as if to contradict yourself for calling him 
Judge, you quote his words, ‘If any man hear my 
words and believe not, I judge him not; for | 
came not to judge the world but to save the world.’ 
In the next place you say,‘God is love;(this many a 
Methodist has experienced) and the God of love 
speaking by his prophet, says, ‘ [ am God, | change 
not. You want to compare this with the Tract. 
Well, this I have done, and the result of the com- 

arison is, that God being love, induced him to send | 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
And his immutability is the reason, that only by 
repentance toward God, and faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, salvation can be experienced. Hence the 
necessity, and the importance of repentance. But 
as to following the Lord, or Antichrist, | presume 
that you do not forget that just above you have 
been exploding the doctrine of defeating the design 
of God. And now are you going to give us the 
privilege of following God or Antichrist, a- we 
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no use of commenting on the conclusion of the 
piece, for we believe that ‘all the ends of the world 
shail remember and turn unto the Lord, and all the 
kindreds of the nations shall worship before him’ 
For the earth is the Lord’s and he is the Governor 
among the nations.’ Then, not only Methodist 
heresy, but all heresy, error and falsehood, will be 
annihilated, and death and the grave destroyed. 
With you, looking for this blessed hope, we say 
Come Lord Jesus, come quickly. , 

A METHODIST 


P.S. | have used the word grave, in the stead of 
hell, as | have heard those of your creed say, that 
they are synonymous. 


REMARKS. 


We are constrained to believe, that if the ‘ Gos- 
pel Herald, instead of bringing ‘ Good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people,’ proclaimed bad 
tidings of great grief, which should be to almost 
ali people, or that the good tidings were to, or for 
only a few, a part, or some of all, our language 
would be considered like the cooing of the dove, or 
the summer zephyr whispering through the trees! 
We have said, and we repeat it—We have no desire 
to offend. But if the truth will offend—we must, 
and shall offend. In fine, we prefer the truth to 
every thing which can be imagined, or named ; and 
we freely acknowledge, that we are not endowed 
with the qualification to treat the truth in an am- 
biguous manner, and leave to the courtesy of the 
reader, the liberty to pronounce it to be whatever 
he pleases! We are induced to make these remarks 
from the disposition manifested by our Methodist 
friend, who, we think, is under the influence of his 
prejudices; or he would not, either directly, or in- 
directly, charge us with making use of ‘ ribaldry’ in 
our expressions. We have that charity for him to 
believe, that if he had been acquainted with the 
meaning of the word, he would not have applied it 
tous. When, we ask, did we make use of ‘ mean, 
lewd, and brutal language,’ in answer to any of our 
correspondents? Relative to ‘ Sarcastic’ language, 
we shall, whenever opportunity offers, ‘ keenly re- 
proach,’ or ‘ censure as criminal,’ gross errors, which 
roba Saviour of his glory, and consign to intermi 
nable wretchedness our brethren of the human 
family ! His remark, that‘ our inquiries ought to be 
circumspect, and scrutinizing, we agree with; and 
hope he will not be offended at our‘ scrutinizing’ 
his communication. And we likewise assure him, 
that he will receive ‘his share’ of the ‘ epithets’ 
which we ‘ lavish’ upon others! 

Our correspondent in his second paragraph, 
quotes from our remarks on the Methodist Tract, 
Number 2. and considers that common sense teach- 
es, that ‘if any thing is proffered as a free gift, we 
must obtain it, or not have it’ What does common 
sense teach when we talk of conditions, which are 
not free gifts? If aman hasan article to sell, you 
‘must obfain it, or not hare it! Is there no diffe- 
rence between a bargain, or sale, and a free gift? 
Let common sense decide! Suppose a man gave 
you a house, freely, without asking or solicitation ? 
it would then, be a free gift, tor you would be put 
(not put yourself) in possession of it. Your 
neighbour interrogates you— What did you pay for 
your house? You answer, nothing! How, then, 
did you get it, what did you for it? What conside- 
ration did you make the person from whom you 
received it? Why, I obtained it! Then you received 
your house, in consideration of something you 
done, you say, you obtained (procured) it? No, it was 
a free gift. Then you received it without any con- 
sideration whatever. No, For T could never have 
it, if J had not obtained i! We again say, let com 
mon sense decide! 

Our correspondent in his third paragraph, ac- 
knowledges that there is a ‘ difference between a 
thing being offered, and a thing being obtained.’ 
Where is the difference? He continues—‘ A thing 
being in the possession of another, and a thing t+ ing, 
in our own possession’ Now for the free wifi! A 
man gives you a house, but keeps the house in hi« 
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own possession! A man sells you a house, and you 
obtain it by complying with his conditions, paying 
for it! Our correspondent adds— Between salva- 
tion purchased for us, and salvation enjoyed by us.’ 
Now, we ask, what is the difference’ Ans. A fa- 
ther may purchase av inheritance for his son, and 
record the gift in his last will and testament, and 
die, and the son come into possession of the in- 
heritance by law, and justice, (he being the only 
right owner and proprietor of it, and at the same 
time know nothing about it; consequently, not 
enjoy it. Now the difference in this case, is all this— 
one man purchases a piece of beef for another, and 
the person for whom he purchases the beef does not 
enjoy it, until he eats it! But, if the person was to 
purchase a piece of beef for another, and eat ut him- 
self, we think the other would never enjoy it! And 
farther, we think the circumstance of the man’s eat- 
ing the beef himself, would prove, if common sense 
is allowed to decide,that he bought the beef for him- 
self! What is the meaning of the word gift? Ans. 
A thing * bestowed” Can you bestow a thing upon 
another, and at the same time keep it in your own 
possession? And if you declare the gift is free, 
does the word free imply a something to be done to 
induce you to bestow the thing ? In the phraseology 
of the Methodist tract, we say, there are provisions 
offered you at the Fly, and Washington Markets, 
a free gifl; as sure, as thou art a descendant ol 
Adam, these previsions are offered thee, to obtain 
which, thou must assuredly pay the cash for them, 
or starve! Our correspordent says of our quota- 
tion froin the tract in question, that it is a * wilful 
miscomstruction.” ‘That the words of the tract are, 
* Repentance produces, not consists in? &e Our 
read by jookmg at the tract will read as tol- 
lows — Repentance then is first---A heart-rending 
gref, &e. Second---True repentance is aecompa- 
nied with an ardent desireand determination to flee 
from the wrath to come, &e. Third---Repeutance 
produces earnest prayer,” &c. Pray, where is our 
‘wilful miseonstruction”  Itis declared, * Repent- 
ance then [S first---Supposing we had quoted only 
these words, and added the et cetera, (&c.,) and our 
correspondent had come forward with the declara- 
tion, * These are the words, Repentance produces, 
not consists in,” How would his allegation have ap- 
peared? How does itappear now ? We made an 
extract from the third division, from under a gene- 
ral head! It was headed in language perfectly sy- 
nony mous with that we made use of. We added 
the Ke to inform the reader we had only copieda 
part, and we did quote that part, which contains in 
substance all that the tract contains on the subject! 
The language of the tract is,* Repentance then, is,’ 
&e. Ours—Repentance consists in. We leave it to 
common sense and our Methodist Friend, to decide, 
and he may select for himself,—-he may choose, 
whether he will have it that repentance ts, or that 
repentance ‘consists in’ And farther—If the re 
pentance spoken of in the tract, * produces’ some- 
thing different from what it ts, and if that in whieh 
it consists,is so very different from what itis, that 
nothing short of * wilful misconstruction’ could re- 
present, or imply any analogy between them, 
then, we plead guilty to the charge; and not with- 
out! 

Our correspondent io his Afth paragraph, says, 
‘The next thing you take notice of, is, the desist 
of God being defeated, and ery out, Shame on such 
impious conclusions!) And he adds, * Why. of man 
has not power to defiat the design of God, it toliows 
of course, that he is vothing but a passive engine ; 
for he does not what he would, but what he must ; 
all his acts are determined by the power of God. 
Therefore, he is no more master of his actions, than 
he is of his being, and of course all the merit, or 
demerit of his actions devolve upon God’ We 
shall take the liberty to ‘ scrutinize’ this. We, 
however, will gratify our Methodist Friend for a mo- 
ment, and supposing his hypothesis to be true, that 
we can ‘ defeat the designs of God, reason accord- 
ingly. Now our Methodist Friend believes, that 
it is the design of God, to make what he (or his 
sect) calls finally impeoitent sinners miserable for 
ever. But these sinners can defeat the design of 
God, consequently, they will not be miserable for 
ever' Why? Ans. They will not let God’s design 
be accomplished! Now, we verily think, if common 
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sense is allowed to decide, this of all designs, is 
the one which it would be most for the interest of 
sinners to circumvent! Does eur Methodist Friend 
vbject, and say, that the sioner cannot defeat this, 
God's design? We answer—then * it follows oi 
course, that he is nothing but a passive engine, for 
he dues not what he would, but what he must. Ali 
his acts are determined by the power of God!’ We 
ask our Methodist Friend, How do you like your 
premises now ? Will you pretend to say, that God 
can be defeated in one design, and not in another ? 
Or if God can be defeated in any of his designs, 
that this (7f this is his) design, 1s not the one? If se, 
then, we say, prov &/ Again We ask our Metho- 
dist Friend—Can you deteat the design of the 
President of the United States, che being privy to 
your intention, and you will acknowledge that God 
knows all things) if uot,* it follows of course, that 
you are nothing but 4 passive engine, for you do 
not do, what you would, but what you must!’ Now 
itis our design to cooltute your hypothesis, and 
prove your premises to be a gross absurdity, and * it 
tollows of course, if you cannot controvert our de- 
sign, that you are an engine!” We stop, however, | 
for we should not like to be accountable for all your 
actions, which according to your conclusions must | 
‘devolve upon’ us! Our Methodist Friend, pro- 
fessing to receive the scriptures as authority para- | 
mount to all other, we shall try his hypothesis by | 
them, and leave the whole to the candour of our | 
readers, Dan. iv. $9. * And all the inhabitants of |} 
the earth are reputed as nothing, and he dveth his 
willin the army of heaven, and among the inbabi- 
tants of the earth, and none can stay his hand,or say 
unto him, What doest thou?’ Acts xvii. 28. * For 
in him we live, and move, and have our being.’ 
Isaiah xlIvi. 10. * Declaring the end from the begin- 
ving, and from ancient Limes, that are not yet done, 
saying, My counsel shall stand, and | will do all my 
pleasure.” Quere. What is the pleasure of God ? 
Ans. ‘Say unto them, 4s | live, saith the Lord 
God, | have no pleasure in the death of the wick- 
ed; but that the wicked tura from his ways and 
live” Ezek. xxxili. 11 God, therefore, has no plea- 
sure in the death of the wicked; but he has plea- 
sure in his turning, and living! Will all the wicked 
turn? Ans. * All the ends of the world shall re- 
member and turn unto the Lord; and all the 
kindreds of the nations shall worship betore him.’ 
Psalm xxii. 27. God bas no design, or pleasure, in 
ihe misery or suffering of any of the human race in a 
future state of existence. He declares, all * shall 
turn and live!’ Who, we ask, except the devil, can 
possess a disposition to defeat or controvert this plea- 
sure, or design of God? We answer---none but the 
devil, or those instigated by him. Christ was 
manifested to destroy the devil and his works; and 
he will accomplish the end for which he came, and 
God be all in all! See Matt. xxvii. 18. All power 
is given to me in heavenand earth” We ask, if 
Christ has all power, where is the power to defeat 
him? Rom. xii. 1.‘ For there is no power but of 
God! Quere. Where, then, is the power to defeat 
God? Psalm ex. 5. * Thy people shall be willing 
on the day of thy power.’ Willing to du what? 





this) have I set my King upon my holy hill of Z\,, 
1 will declare the Gecree, (who can defeat it ts 
The Lord hath said unto me, Thou my Son; th 
day have 1 begotten thee. Ask of me, and I shat 
give the heathen thine inheritanee, and th: utter 
most parts of the earth thy possession.” Now, we 
ask, Is not here a* case in point 2” Were not thes, 
heathen, and the people whe raged and Imag ines 
a vain thing, wre not they anti, opposed to ¢ hyicy 
and did they deieat G. G, or were they defeated py 
him ‘This is unanswerable. Relative to your ad 
clusions, we consider them of the same vaiue With 
the picmises, from which they were deduced ! Quy 
Methodist Friend, it seems, concluded that the 
teem Antichrist was absurdly applied to his see 
(Why:)* For Antichrist signifies an adversary, ang 
opposer, or coutrary to Christ, whom you acknoy. 
ledge tobe God! Supposing aman with murder 
in bis heart. were to meet you in the street, and 
attempt tu take your life, » ould he be anti, opposed 
to you? Accordiwg to your hypothesis, he would 
not,except he actually murdered you! Our corres. 
pondent cannot see the difference between op- 
posing, and defeating ! 

Our Methouist Friend commences his fifth para 
graph,witha new phrasevlogy!He hasexchanged the 
word defeated tor opposed ; or, in other words, ji 
has taken it for granted they were synonymous 
terms, we presume, and reasoned accordingly He 
says, ‘ Therefore, according to my conception of 
things, your account stands thus---you believe the 
design of God cannot be opposed! And those Me. 
thodist heretics oppose the desigu of God.’ Reader, 
our account wants ovo auditer to prepare it for in 
spection. How stands the Methodist’s aceou,: 
And when, we ask, did we declare our beliet, tha 
the design of God could not be opposed ? To w 
pose, and defeat, are two things. Our Methods: 
Friend is opposing us; and we are defeating hin 
Here is all the difference. And we entreat ow 
Methodist Friend never again to tell of defeating 
the Omnipotent God, when he cannot oppos: 
with success, even an impotent creature ! 

(To be Concluded next week.) 


DEDICATION. 


On the 10th instant the new brick Meeting House 
in Milford was sulemuly dedicated to the worship 
of God) The order of service was as follows: 
Appropriate portions of Scripture were read by Br 
Robert L. Killam. lutroductory prayer by Br 
Richard Carrique. Couseeratmg prayer by Br. 
Elias Smith. Sermon by Br. Hosea Ballou, from 
Isaiah ti. 3; “ And many people shall go and suy, 
Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of Lic 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will 
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths. 
Jor oulof Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem. Concluding prayer by 
Br. Zephania 5. Crossman. 

This house is a beautiful specimen of neat arehi- 
tecture, of sufficient dimension te accommodate 
the inhabitants of the town, has a good clock, and 
bell, together with an organ. The day otf dedica 
tion was remarkably pleasant, the congregation un 





lo defeat God? No! To worship hin! We think 
({ Unnecessary to quote more passages; either of | 
those adduced is sufficient to turn our Methodist 
Friend’s hypothesis upside down! God is Almighty: | 
ind of all absurdities, we pronuunce that tae great- 
est, which declares thata finite impotent creature, 
can defeat, or controvert the design of the I[nfinite, 
Omnipotent Jehovah. Of all the follies of Deism, 
in justice to the Deist, we declare, that we never 
heard a Deist advance so preposterous and ridicu- 
lously absurd a position! No wever! So much for 
the traditions of men. 

Qur correspondent continues---* Now, Mr. Edi- 
tor, this isnot an impious, but an inevitable couclu- 
sion that must result from the premises ; and if we 
cannot defeat the design of God, whatever God de- 
signs, we perform, and nothing that he designs we 
can help performing; therefore, the epithet of Anti- 
christ that you apply to us, is nothing but an ab- 
surdity,” lease to read the second Psalm. 
‘Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine 
a vain thing, &e? He that sitteth in the heaven 








shall laugh, the Lord shall have them in derision.’ 
not (be defeated by them.) Yet (notwithstanding 


commonly numerous, and the music on the ocea- 
sion did honour to the refined taste of the nur 

rous choir. A solemn joy seemed to be ditluse 
through the whole congregation, occasioned by Uv 
fact that this house was built for, and devoted to 
the promotion of the doctrine of universal, bojpes 

tial benevolence, aud salvation hy Jesus € hrisi cu 


Lord. 
Boston U. Magazine 


MARVELLOUS. 


It was related in a late Misstonary talk, that « 
‘large tribe io India invariably put to death au 
their female infants as soon as born!” Quere. W here 
do they obtain their wives ? We think the relators 
of this abominable story, would do well to recollect 
the advice given to great story tellers—‘ Always 
keep probabilily in view! 

oe 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Gamma, and Humanity, are received, and will be 
published, &c. 





